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At first glance the poverty is jarring.  Food is scarce, the cattle are thin, and many children do not attend school.  

Although only an hourôs drive from the modern city of Arusha, Olarash village has no paved roads, no electricity, and 

limited water.  The Maasai people of this mountainside area live traditionally as herders of cows and goats.  Their village 

consists of a church, a primary school, and a medical dispensary.  There are no shops so the people of this area walk four 

miles or more to the town of Monduli for the weekly outdoor market.   

Olarash Primary School was built in 2000 and has an enrollment of about 550 children, ages 4 to 14.    Children walk to 

school from a  distance of up to 3 miles.  Many of the boys in the area remain at home to care for cows and goats.  Girls 

are married at a young age and they, too, often 

miss school to care for younger children or to 

search for firewood. 

Now, with help from OBA donors, new projects 

are improving life for the children of Olarash 

Primary School.  The village of Olarash shares 

a mountain water source with the MaaSAE 

Girls Lutheran Secondary School, located 

below them on the mountain.  A new water 

storage tank located high on the mountain now 

makes water available to both Olarash Primary 

School and MaaSAE Girls School during the 

dry season.  Last year two new, much-needed 

classrooms were completed at the school.  
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Children of Olarash cont. 

Children at the school 

are now receiving 

nutritious porridge 

thanks to a generous 

OBA donor who has 

funded this breakfast 

project for the next 

five years.  As a 

result, the school is 

already noticing 

improved attendance. 

During a recent OBA 

visit, the village 

chairman and the lead teacher expressed their gratitude to 

OBA supporters and asked that the school not be 

forgotten.  They said many children were not attending 

school simply due to the lack of uniforms and food for  

lunch.  They requested further assistance to rebuild two 

classrooms that have been damaged by earthquake 

tremors and excessive rains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This yearôs annual Lakes Area Walk, sponsored by  

Alexandria, Minnesota churches, raised funds to 

construct a new teachersô duplex at Olarash.  Another 

OBA donor, who had recently visited the school, made an 

additional generous gift towards the construction.   

Currently, teachers at Olarash Primary School must walk 

four miles each way from Monduli town because teacher 

housing is not available in Olarash.  Construction will 

begin soon on the duplex.   

 

 

Can you help the children of  

Olarash Primary School? 

    $25  provides a school uniform 

    $50  provides a 3-student desk 

   $100 provides composition books 

Update ð Ilboru Primary School Special 

Needs Unit Girls Dormitory Completed! 

The Ilboru Primary Special Needs Unit serves nearly 100 

mentally and physically handicapped students.  It is one 

of the few schools of its kind in Arusha, Tanzania.  

Primary funding for the dormitory and two classrooms at 

the school has been provided by the Alexandria, MN 

Lakes Area Walk.  Individuals and 

churches have provided additional 

support for furnishings, classroom 

materials, and other needed items.  

Donna Chalmers, of Cottonwood, 

Arizona, who was one of the first 

donors to the school, continues her 

advocacy and fundraising efforts for 

these children.   
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Blessed to be a Blessing!   
OBA to Celebrate 50 Years of Service in Africa! 
 
Dear OBA Family, 

In 1965, OBA founder, the Reverend J. David Simonson, was serving as a Lutheran missionary in Tanzania, a newly 

independent East African country.  The first President of Tanzania, Julius Nyerere, had made literacy a priority in his 

new country and mandated universal primary education.  Simonson, having already served more than a decade in 

northern Tanzania, knew that classrooms were scarce in rural areas.   

On a home visit to Minnesota in 1965, Simonson contacted several close 

friends and urged them to join with him in supporting classroom 

construction.  Simonson wanted the local Tanzanian communities to be 

responsible for most of the construction by making bricks and providing 

the required labor.  The Minnesota friends were requested to raise funds 

for nails, metal roofing, and cement to complete the classrooms.  This 

new organization was called ñOperation Bootstrap Arushaò, a self-help 

organization with the goal of building hundreds of primary school 

classrooms in the Arusha, Tanzania area. 

With the support of Simonsonôs friends, Operation Bootstrap Arusha 

was incorporated  in the State of Minnesota on August 30, 1965.  The 

first board of trustees included:  Richard Hefte, Fergus Falls, MN, 

Richard Kvamme, Moorhead, MN, Edgar F. Johnson, Waseca, MN, 

Dickran Sarkisian, New York, NY, Paul Kovacs, New York, NY, Ann 

Wright, Washington, D.C., and Gilmore Schjeldahl, Northfield, MN. 

Later the name Operation Bootstrap Arusha would change to Operation 

Bootstrap Tanzania.  In 1982 the name was changed to its current name, Operation Bootstrap Africa.  

 Throughout 2015, OBA will be celebrating 50 years of service in Tanzania and we will be sharing more stories from 

our past with you.  Our first event of the year will take place in Tanzania on January 24, 2015.  We will celebrate with 

our Tanzanian partners at the MaaSAE Girls Lutheran Secondary School, where old and new friends will come together 

to celebrate OBAôs achievements over the past fifty years.  The event will also mark the 20th anniversary of OBAôs 

largest project, the MaaSAE Girls Lutheran Secondary School, and the celebration will include the first all-class reunion 

of its graduates. 

OBA has indeed been blessed. . .  from the foresight of the founders to the Tanzanian educators carrying out the 

mission today.  We have been truly blessed by generous donors who understand the 

priceless gift of education.  

Thank you on behalf of the children and youth we serve! 

Diane Jacoby, Director 

Operation Bootstrap Africa Board of Directors:                                                                                                                       

Hazel Reinhardt, President,  Ward Larson, Vice President, Carrie Hefte, Secretary, Steve Studt, Treasurer,                         

Juliet Cutler, Mark Cutler, Gary Floss, Jean Geurink, June Msechu, Carol Stark, Isaac van Bruggen, Jean Wahlstrom
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